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Tea mosquito bug (Helopeltis fasciaticollis Poppius)
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Fig. 1. A. Early stage of the feeding lesions of Helopeltis fasciaticollis, the
color of lesion edge is darker than inner. B. The color of the feeding
lesions gradually deepened to completely dark brown. C. Severe
damaged leaves showing curl and dry symptoms. D. Severe damaged
young shoot.
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Fig. 2. A. An oviposition puncture of Helopeltis fasciaticollis in the
tender stem. The tissue surface turned brown, two white hairs of egg
protruded from the surface of stem. B. Egg is white, oval-elongate
(slightly narrower apically). Two unequal filaments arise from the
anterior of egg.
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Fig. 3. The first to fifth (A-E) instar nymphs of Helopeltis fasciaticollis.
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Fig. 4. Feature of Helopeltis fasciaticollis adult. A. The pronotum of female
adult is orange color, B. The color of pronotum of male is black, C. A
ball-shaped stick structure on the scutellum. D. Piercing and sucking
type of mouth part.
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ABSTRACT

Chen, W.-C., Lin, J.-H. and Chuang, Y.-Y. 2017. Tea mosquito bug
(Helopeltis fasciaticollis Poppius). J. Plant Med. 59(1_2): 47-48.

Tea mosquito bug, Helopeltis fasciaticollis Poppius
(Hemiptera: Miridae) is one of the major pests which causes severe
damages in organic tea plantations of central Taiwan in recent
years. This pest also causes damage on other crops such as coffee,
cocoa, cashew nut and passion fruit. Both nymphs and adults of H.
fasciaticollis prefer to feed on the buds and young leaves of tea
plants and cause brown feeding lesions. The article describes the
morphological characteristics, diagnosis, and available management
methods for this pest.
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